
Acton Survey & Engineering,Inc.
P.O.Box 666, 97 GreatRd. #6 Acton, MA • 01720

Phone:(978)263-3666•Fax: (978)635-0218
Email: actonsurvey@verizon.net

May 14, 2008

Boardof Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Re: SPSP# 02/19/03-3888
60 PowderMill Road
AutoplexRealty,LLC
5235,b26

DearBoardMembers:

Pleasefind enclosetwo photographsofa “mock-up” oftherampthat hasbeensuggested
to be installedto providea “ConnectionofParking”betweenthepropertiesat 60 and56
PowderMill Roadpursuantto Section6.9.6.2oftheZoningBylaw.

Thefirst photographdemonstratestheheightofthewall andthat it presentsaphysical
restraintto therequiredConnectionper 6.9.6.2.We believethatthe incursionofthe 100
yearflood plain in this areashouldalsobeconsideredaphysicalrestraint.

Thesecondphotographis an attemptto showthe extentto whichtherampwould extend
into thepropertyat 56 PowderMill Road.Thewhite linesare25 foot long surveyor’s
rodsandthe actualrampis 40 feetlong.

Thepropertiesat 56 PowderMill consistofbuildingswith historicand aestheticvalues
worthyofpreservationandtheextensionoftheramponto thispropertywould adda
significant constraintto theireconomicusefulness.Mr. Bertolamihassuccessfully
adaptedandpreservedtheWetherbeeand StationMaster’sHousesat otherprojectsin
Townandis oftheopinionthat thepreservationofthebuildingsat 56 PowderMill Road
relieson the ability to usethepropertywithouttheconstraintsto parkingplacedby the
suggestedrampandtheaccessrouteto and from it.

Section6.9.6.2statesthat“presentsiteconfiguration”is areasonfor notrequiringa
ConnectionofParking.Webelievethatthe locationofthepresentbuildingsare
configuredto causetherampto unnecessarilyintrudeontheuseof56 PowderMill Road.

Our client will, with reluctance,agreeto allow provisionsfor arampat 60 PowderMill
Roadif foundnecessaryduringtheprocessingofa SitePlanSpecialPermit for 56
PowderMill Road.
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Thesecondphotographshowsthelocationofthefirst offour servicedoorsat 60 Powder
Mill Road,TherequiredConnectionofParkingmustpass20 feetfrom thedoorsmaking
thetravelofvehiclesin this areawith personsunfamiliarwith possiblehazards
undesirable. -

Reiteratingourpreviouslettersconcerningthis matter:

• While Mr. Bertolamiholdsan interestin both56 PowderMill Roadand60
PowderMill Road,theyareownedby separatepartiesandtheownersof56
PowderMill Roadobjectto theconstructionofarampontheirproperty.

• Theexisting retainingwall andflood plain presentphysicalrestraints.
• Filingsmustbemadewith theZoningBoardofAppealsandthe Conservation

Commission.
• Our client is willing to install a fire hydrantalongthefrontageof60 PowderMill

Roadto increasetheefficiencyofandprovidefire fighting waterflows to his and
otherpropertiesonbothsidesofPowderMill Road.

• Our client will markanareafor an SU 30 vehicleturningmovementsonthe
pavementof 60 PowderMill Roadasafire lane.

Thankyou for anyconsiderationyou maygiveto this matter.

Verytruly yours,
MarkT. Donohoe,PE

Acton Survey& Engineering,Inc.

cc:Leo Bertolami
Alan R. Curhan,Esq
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April 28,2008

Boardof Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton,MA 01720

Re: SPSP# 02/19/03-3888
60 PowderMill Road
AutoplexRealtyII, LLC
5235,b26

DearBoardMembers:

Onbehalfofourclientthis office is requestingthatyouextendany discussionsor
decisionspertainingto our client’s requestfor a SitePlanAmendmentandthe ofhis
propertyat60 PowderMill Roadfor two weeks.

TheTownPlanner’sInterdepartmentalCommunicationoflastWednesdayeveningwas
not receivedandreadby thiswriter or ourclientuntil Thursdayafternoon.TheIDC
defersto theFire Chieffor recommendationsandourclient desiresto receivetheChief’s
recommendationbeforeanypublic forum.

Webelievethatanydiscussionswith theBoardconcerningthis matterwouldbestoccur
afterourclienthasbeeninformedofthe Chiefsrecommendationsto theBoardandthe
opportunityto carefullyconsiderthe impactsto thepropertyinvolved.

Thankyou for anyconsiderationsyou may givethis request.

Verytruly yours,

Mark T. Donohoe,PE

for:
Acton Survey& Engineering,Inc.

cc: Leo Bertolami
RolandBartl, AICP
ChiefRobertCraig.
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March31, 2008

Boardof Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton,MA 01720

Re:SPSP# 02/19/03-3888
60 PowderMill Road
AutoplexRealty, LLC
5235,b26

DearBoardMembers:

Thepurposeofthis letteris to presentasummaryofmy meetingswith TownStaffsince
this matterwaslastdiscussedby theBoardandto presentapossibleresolutionofthis
matterthatis acceptableto ourclient.

Thehistoryoftheconnectionbetween56 and60 PowderMill Roadwassi.immarizedin
Mr. Bartl’s letterofDecember21, 2007.

It shouldbenotedthat therampshownon theinitial siteplanwasto provideameansof
shuttlingcarsby employeesat low speedsbetweenthetwo propertiesin theeventsuch
movementswerefoundto bedesirableandfrequent.Ourclient’s experiencehasfound
themovementofvehiclesbetweenthesiteshasbeenvery infrequentandthat the
provisionofarampis undesirable.

TheZoningBylaw under6.9.6.2requiresfortheconnectionofall parkingfacilities,by a
commondriveway,unlesstheBoardfinds thatphysicalconstraints,presentsite
constraints,oruncooperativeabuttersprecludesstrict compliance.

Thebylaw doesnot specificallyrequirethat afire lanebe constructed.Mr. Bartl did state
at theendofourlastmeetingthat aspartof SitePlanApproval theBoardcouldrequirea
FireLaneto beconstructed.

Duringmymeetingwith Mr. Barti theenclosedplanshowingthattheexistingparkinglot
hassufficientroomto allow a SU 30 [a thirty foot longvehicle] to enterthesite,backup
andleavethesite,with ease.

Notingthat theparkingofvehiclesin vehiclesalesandrepairfacilitiesoftenoccurs
outsideof markedspaces,I suggestedthat thelimits oftheshadedareasshownto be
requiredfor theSU 30 turningmovementsbepaintedon the surfaceoftheparkingalong
with wordsFireLane.
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It is my opinionthat insuringthataproperturningareais availableat60 PowderMill
Road~jill provideabettersolutionthanrequiringaramponto the56 PowderMill Road
siteasaccessthrough56 PowderMill Roadcouldbeobstructedby avehicleparked
slightly outofplaceorby improperlyplowedsnow.

I also notedthattheonly fire hydrantin thissectionofPowderMill Roadis locatedatthe
intersectionofOld High Streetrequiringa fire truckto drivepastthebuildings[Suzuki,
Moscariello’s,SubaruandPrescottPaint],connectto thefire hydrantandtravelbackin
theoppositedirection.

It is my understandingthatMoscariello’s,SubaruandPrescottPaintdo nothavefire
suppressionsprinklers.

Theprovisionof ahydrantin front of60 PowderMill Roadwould allow afire truckto
makearapidconnectionwhenenteringthe areaovertheRoute62 Bridge.Our clientis
willing to install ahydrantin front of 60 PowderMill Road.With ahydrantin front of 60
PowderMill Roadtherewouldbeno needfor afire engineto drive onto thesite.

Mr. Barti deferredadecisionasto thesubstitutionofthedelineationoftheFire Laneand
provisionof afire hydrantfor therampto ChiefCraig.

I thenmetwith ChiefCraigandhehasdeferredthe decisionto theBoard.

As themembershipof theBoardhaschangedsincethe initial SitePlanApproval it might
be informativeto describewhy this portionofthesitewaselevatedto theextentthata
rampmustbeconstructedif vehiclesareto passbetween56 and60 PowderMill Road
withoutusingtheTown’s Road.

• The sitewith theexceptionoftheareadirectlyadjacenttO PowderMill Roadwas
filled [by others]with constructiondebrisandto achievethetwo foot offset
requiredby StateGuidelinesfor therechargeof stormwaterrunoff from the
parkinglot thesitewasrequiredto beraisedin elevation.

• Rechargewaschosento eliminateadirectdischargeof stormwaterrunoffto the
AssabetRiver.This choicehasbeenconfirmedto becorrectasanendangered

-species[freshwatermuscles]havebeensincediscoveredin this sectionofthe
AssabetRiver.

• To limit the lossof flood storage[thesouthwesterlyportionof thesiteis within
the100 flood plainoftheAssabetRiver] aretainingwall wasrequiredto be
constructedoffset from andparallelto the60/56propertyline.

• Theheightoftheretainingwall is four feet.

A rampsuitablefor afire truckrequiresalengthytransitionzonebetweenthehorizontal
pavementsofthetwo parking~lots,which extendstheramponto the56 PowderMill Road
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propertyandwhileourclient holdsan interestin bothpropertiesheobjectsto the
requiredextensionasit will interferewith snowplowing.

Therampwill alsobeconstructedwithin 100 feetoftheAssabetRiverandwithin its 100
yearflood plain requiringfilings with boththeConservationCommissionandtheZoning
BoardofAppeals.Separatefilings will be requiredfor eachproperty.

Ourclient will agreeto a conditionthatif theBoardunderaSitePlanApproval for 56
PowderMill Roadshouldrequirethat,a connectionbemadebetween56 and60 thathe
will allow andfacilitatetherequiredconnection.

In Summary:

• A fire truckorambulancecanenterandexit the60 PowderMill Roadsitewith~
onesimplebackingmovementto allow it to reenterPowderMill Roadtraveling
forward.

• A Fire lanethrough56 PowderMill Roadcouldbehinderedby vehiclesparked
improperly.

• Theconstructionofarampstructureon 56 PowderMill Roadis objectedto by
theproperty’sownerandwill requirefilings with theConservation’Commission
andBoardofAppeals.

• Ourclient is willing to paintthelimits ofthearearequiredfortheturning
movementsand designateit asaFire Lane.

• Ourclient is willing to installa fire hydrantin front of60 PowderMill ROad
whichwill decreasetheresponsetimefor fire fighting for itbt only 60 Powder
Mill Roadbut othernearbybuildingsthatdo nothavefire suppressionspriniders.

• Our client is willing to dedicatethe arearequiredfor aparkinglot connection
from 56 PowderMill Roadonto 60 PowderMill Roadif suchaconnectionis
deemednecessaryundera SiteplanApproval for 56 PowderMill Road.

Very truly yours,
MarkT. Donohoe,PB

Acton Survey& Engifleethig,Inc.

cc: LeoBertolami
ChiefRobertCraig
RolandBartl, AICP
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